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C of C goes green

The Sustainability Commit-
tee puts new environmen-
tally friendly methods into 
place around campus. Find 
out how you can go green.

Budget cuts concern 
Public Safety
New budget cuts could mean 
fewer public safety of! cers 
patrolling our campus. Find 
out how student safety could 
be jeopardized. 

Media:  Stop Saying 
the D-Word!
Check out what this opinion 
writer has to say about the 
media’s propogation of the 
current economic slowdown.

SEE PAGE 4A

In the electronic age, some 
are attempting to save some 
money and provide some 
relief for college students.

SEE PAGE 6A

Want to try something 
different?
Check out our review of  
West Ashley tapas and wine 
bar, Amuse.

SEE PAGE 4B

Does your blood run 
“green”? 

Or is it only skin deep? 
Decide if your ride on the 
eco-brandwagon is just a 
passing trend.
SEE PAGE 3B
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Universities going 
without textbooks

SEE PAGE 2A
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RecycleMania returns with higher hopes
KELSEY BERGMAN
STAFF ASSISTANT

Amidst the maroon madness of 
Homecoming’s Cougar Evolution, 
RecycleMania promises campus 
pride in a form other than kings, 
queens and basketball.  

! is annual competition 
among hundreds of colleges nation-
wide, organized by the Sustainabil-
ity Committee, promotes recycling 
through unique interactive activities 
like a recyclable statue building con-
test. Despite an absent budget and 
cramped schedules, the committee 
managed to kick start the 10-week 
competition on Jan. 18, in time to 
launch head" rst into Homecoming.

“! is year’s event is so much 
easier because of the Homecoming 
theme and the willingness of people 
to participate,” said Nikki Seibert, 
Sustainability Committee secretary. 

! e activities of RecycleMania 
include the Energy Conservation 

Public Safety o!  cers 
remember ‘Baby Face’
NATHAN FRANDINO
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Home-
coming 
sponsors 
sustain-
ability
ERICA FURMAN
NEWS REPORTER

! e College’s Homecoming 
theme this year is “Maroon World: 
! e Cougar Evolution” in an e# ort 
to involve both students and the 
public in creating a more sustain-
able community. 

! e College is sponsoring 
environmentally friendly events 
throughout the week. ! ey showed 
the documentary “Fighting Goli-
ath: Texas Coal Wars” on Jan. 26 in 
Maybank Hall.  

Director of the O$  ce of Stu-
dent Learning Stephanie Visser is 
in charge of Homecoming 2009.  

“! e ‘green’ theme is important 
because last year’s theme was Habi-
tat housing and from that many 
students began showing an interest 
in more environmental issues,” she 
said. “Students didn’t seem to think 
that the school was doing enough in 
this area, so we listened.”

Students wanted the College to 
do more to promote environmen-
tally friendly living, said Burton 
Callicott, chair of the Sustainability 
Committee.

C of C and North Charleston’s 
nonpro" t Sustainability Institute 
teamed up to educate students. 

Contact Nathan at Nathan@
cougarmedianetwork.com.

Of cer Barnett, 22, known for smile, kindness

It was a routine tra$  c stop for 
Corporal Vernica Parker. She was 
following normal procedures of call-
ing in the information to dispatch 
before approaching the pulled over 
vehicle in front of 11 Coming St.

But the man waiting wasn’t 
happy. He was irate. He wasn’t going 
to wait in the car any longer.

! e man exited his car to ap-
proach Parker, who was still seated 
in her police vehicle. She 
called for backup and 
then came O$  cer Rob-
ert Christopher Barnett 
to the scene.

! e 22-year-old 
Public Safety o$  cer 
kept it cool as he calmed 
down the angry driver 
and resolved the situa-
tion.

“! e guy was go-
ing o#  the deep end, 
but Barnett didn’t jump 
to that level. He kept it on the pro-
fessional level,” Parker said. “I will 
always remember that was the last 
time he backed me up on a call.”

O$  cer Barnett was killed in a 
car accident on Highway 17 in Col-
leton County on Tuesday, Jan. 20 
around 10:30 a.m.

! e Post and Courier reported 
that the head-on collision occurred 
as Barnett’s Acura crossed the cen-
terline and crashed into a tractor-
trailer. 

Colleton County coroners pro-

nounced Barnett dead at the scene.
It wasn’t long before the news 

hit close to home at C of C’s Public 
Safety Headquarters.

Public Safety Chief Paul Ver-
recchia received a phone call from 
a highway patrol lieutenant shortly 
a4 er the accident.

“I was hoping they had the 
wrong person,” Verrecchia said, re-
calling that cold, somber Tuesday, a 
day that also featured the suspicious 
package on Physicians Promenade.

Verrecchia waited until later 
that a4 ernoon to give 
the news to the other of-
" cers.

Barnett’s death le4  
the department in shock. 
He was just 13 months 
into the job and had al-
ready made an impact 
on his co-workers.

When asked if she 
could say one last thing 
to Barnett, Parker took 
a few moments to re-
spond.

“To tell him that he was just a 
super guy,” she said.

When Barnett arrived at the 
College, he was fresh out of the 
academy. Verrecchia said it was 
unusual for such a young man to 
choose to be a campus police o$  cer 
rather than a municipal o$  cer.

“It takes a special person to be 
a campus police o$  cer,” Verrecchia 
said. “Him having made that con-
scious decision at such a young age 
made him a special person.” 

Everyone at headquarters liked 

Barnett, said O$  cer Randolph 
Cowart.

Cowart, who trains all new of-
" cers, spent just a week with Barnett 
but said he was incredibly easy to 
work with. 

“Everybody liked him right 
away. He’s a very quiet-spoken per-
son. He was very nice,” Cowart said.

Cowart and Verrecchia both 
referenced Barnett’s smile.

“He was always smiling,” Ver-
recchia said. “He always looked like 
he was happy and content.”

Barnett’s youth made it a lot 
harder for Parker who gave him 
the nickname “Baby Face” when he 
started.

“He was 21, just coming out of 
the academy and that cute little face 
of his, I gave him the name ‘Baby 
Face,’” she said. “At " rst I didn’t think 
he liked the name. Finally, I called 
him Baby Face a4 er so many times 
and he started to answer me.”

! e past week has been like a 
dream at the department, she said. 

She remembers that Tuesday 
morning when Barnett called in 
sick. It was the last time she spoke 
with him.

“! is morning when I was at 
the sink, I was brushing my teeth 
and knowing that I was coming 
to work. I became overwhelmed,” 
Parker said. “! e part that kills me 
is when I leave work and when I’m 
coming in the morning and just to 
think that he’s not here.”

OFFICER ROBERT
BARNETT

Contact Kelsey at 
kjbergma@edisto.cofc.edu.

Workshop on Jan. 28. ! e workshop 
instructed students on simple, low-
cost methods of saving energy in 
their homes. Additionally, a Green 
Fair will be held ! ursday, Jan. 29 in 
the Cistern, on George Street and at 
Stern Center Gardens from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

“! ere will be hands-on activi-
ties including building bird houses 
and rain barrels, educational booths, 
organic local beer tasting, music, 
food and more,” said Seibert. 

In the past, C of C has " nished 
near the bottom of the competition.

“! is year is going to hopefully 
be more successful because we have 
received $25,000 from SCDHEC 
[South Carolina Department of 
Health and Environment Control] 
to purchase new recycling bins and 
have also received approval from 
[Senior Vice President of Business 
A# airs] Steve Osbourne to purchase 
more,” said Seibert. “Since the num-
ber one complaint about recycling 

on campus was the bins, we decided 
to start there.”

In an e# ort to advertise the 
event, the Sustainability Commit-
tee focused on aesthetics, work-
ing alongside Residential Life and 
Housing to reach a wider audience 
than the years before. 

“I have chosen to make my 
own posters instead of using the ge-
neric ones created by the program,” 
said Seibert. “I have also partnered 
with the dorms to make all of the 
bulletins RecycleMania themed. In 
addition, I am working on getting 
stickers made so students can show 
their support for recycling.”

Events like RecycleMania are 
sprouting up all around the country 
while those already in place grow. 
Events such as the presidential elec-
tion and the popular “Go Green” 
movement illustrate a heightened 
awareness and a need for lifestyle 
change. 

“! e general public is becoming 

aware of the importance of resource 
conservation, increased e$  ciency 
and the link between health and the 
environment,” said Seibert. 

“With this awareness will 
hopefully come a change in behav-
ior as people get in the routine of 
recycling, bringing their own wa-
ter bottle and turning o#  the lights 
when they leave.”  

! e RecycleMania competition 
is judged at the end of the designated 
10 weeks by evaluating the amount 
of collected paper, cardboard, bot-
tles and cans, and trash from each 
campus. Recycling bins are located 
year-round throughout campus; 
sites are listed speci" cally at www.
cofc.edu/~recycling/pickup.html. 
O# -campus students can request 
a bin from Charleston County at 
www.scdhec.org/recycle.

Jarod Charzewski’s sculpture 3 class has been gathering bottles for RecycleMania and assembled this piece on Sunday, Jan. 25.
KELLY BOZARD/GSO

See HOMECOMING, page 8A


